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now why tarriest arise, and be baptized, and — 


on the: name 
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e by President George Q. ‘Cannon at 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, July 5, 18% % was 


I will read’ ‘the 


y garments 
of thine own bande; 


ll s he 

Thon for be that shall ‘not eat the bread nor 
wear the garmönts of the laborer.’ 
And whosoever among ond net 
but bemourished with with all i 
the churc d, two or more; shall be called, and shall 
for end lay mene bands upon them them in my name; ‘and if they die they 

die unto me, and if they live they shall veanto ma. 
~Thow shalt live t do e, insomuch that thou shalt weep for the 
| especially for those that have nos hope of 


that those that die in me, shall not taste of 
And they chat die them, tor their death is bitter. 
And eto pass that he that bach faith:in me to be 
healed, and minted unto-death, shall be healed; 
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If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, know- 
ledge upon knowledg 8 thou mayest know the mysteries 
able things—that which bringeth joy, that which bringeth life eternal. 

Thou shalt ask, and it shall be revealed unto you in mine own due time 
where the New Jerusalem shall be . 

And behold, it shall come to pass that my servants. shall be sent forth 


to the east and to the west, to the north and to the south ; 
And even now, let him that goeth to the east, teach them that shall be 


converted to flee to the west, and this in 8 of that which is 
coming on vn earth, and of secret combinati 


Ant again, every person who belangesh to-this church of (fier 


And it shall come to pass, that if any persons among you shail kill, 
shall be delivered up and dealt with according to the laws of the land; 
for remember that he hath no forgiveness, and it shall be proven according 
to the laws of the land. 

And if any man or woman shall commit adultery, he or she shall be tried 
before two elders of the church, or more, and every word shall be estab- 
lished aga ainst him or her by two witnesses of the church, and not of the 
5 ut if there are more than two witnesses it is better. 

But he or she shall be condemned by the mouth of two ‘witnesses, dnd 
the elders shall lay the case before the church, and the church shall-lift 
up their 1 N him or her, that they may be dealt with N 


4171 2 can be, it is necessary that the bishop i is present also. 

And thus ye shall do in all cases which shall come before you. 

And if a man or woman shall rob, he or she shall be delivered up unte 
the law of the land. 
one 0 be, or she shall steal, he or she shall be delivered up unto the law 

e lan 
sak — she shall lie, he or she shall be delivered up unto the law 

t 

And if be or she do an aer 8 uit he or she shall be delivered 
up unto the law, even that of God. _ 5 

And if thy brother or sister offend thee, thou shalt sake him or ber 
between him or her and thee alone; ; and if he or she m hou: shalt 
be reconciled. 

And if he or she cunfess not, 100 shalt deliver. hina. or her up. 00 the 
church, not to the members, but to the elders. And it shall he done in a 
meting and that not before the world. 

dif thy brother or sister offend many, he or she shall be chastened 

And if any one — openly, be or she shall be rebuked. i shatihe 
or she may — And it he he or she confess not; he or she shall -be 
delivered up unto law of God. 

If any shall offend in secret, he or she shall be rebuked in secret, that 
he or she may have ed and to to confess in secret to him or het whoni. 
he or she has offend to God, . 


proachfully of him or her. 
And thus shall ye conduct in all things. ha 
* * * + * * 


He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my diseip le ie he 
that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not n iciple, and 
shall be.cast out from among you. 


I have read these extracts from a 8 pore was given some 1 
months after the organization of the Church. I believe. it is the seeond 
published revelation the Lord gave to the Church after „ 
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the Church had moved from New York to Kirtland; Ohio. It is a very 
interesting and instructive revelation from the Lord to the people called 
Latter-day Saints, and is a law by which the Church shall be governed. 
In my missionary labors I have often stated there is nothing the Lord 
has revealed: to the Latter-day Saints through His servants to which the 
least. exception can be taken by any man or woman who believes in Jesus 
Christ, or in the Bible, or in strict morality. Every word, every sentence 
contained in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants in the shape of com- 
ratdment, has an elevating tendency. These commandments have an 
elevating effect:wpon al who receive them and put them in practice im | 
their daily lives 

W. W. Riter, in which he asked the Lord that He would help us to live up 
to the duties required of us and to rise above ourselves. We need to offer 
such prayers: We need to exercise this kind of faith. The Lord has laid 
upon us a great mission. Our religion is not a holiday religion; it is not 
a Sabbath day religion alone. Of course, we worship the Lord on the 
Sabbath day. We come together and we join in prayer and thanksgiving, 
and during the day we partake, in our ward meetings, of the sacrament, 
thereby witnessing unto our Father in Heaven that we remember our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and His death and sufferings for us. But 
the exercise of our religion is not confined to the Sabbath. Where it is 
lived as it should be, it is exercised every day of the week, and every hour 
of the day. It enters into every transaction of life, into all our dealings 
and associations with one another, and in the management of our family 
affairs. This is the religion that the Lord has revealed to us, and that He 
requires us to practice. Our religion would be of very little value to: us 
if it: were confined to religious exercises on set days, such as the Sabbath. 
talus te being that does not become 
an integral part of his life. 

The Lord has been to us as a people in: 
ments direct in which He shows unto us the kind of life that He desires 
us to live. He holds up high standards for us to attain to; and in con- 
nection with these high standards He has made exceedingly great promises 
unto us. The history of the Latter-day Saints proves, too, that He has 
not only made these promises, but that He has thus far fulfilled them to 
the very letter. Those who have been faithful know for themselves that 
this has been the case. They have received individually the fulfillment 
of the promises which the Lord has made. The Church also, as an aggre- 
gation of men and women, has received the fulfillment of the promises 
which the Lord bas made to the Church. This is a distinction that exists 
between us and probably every other denomination. I grant you that 
there are members of various denominations who may have the same faith 
and ‘hopes concerning the Lord hearing and answering prayer that we 
have; but, speaking of denominations generally, they do not entertain or 
exercise the faith that we do—that God the Eternal Father hears the 
prayers: of those who go to Him, and that He answers them directly, 

acceding thie they exercise: in Him and 
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may be for those prayers to be answered. In the world: generally the 

feeling prevails that the Lord has ceased to interpose by any speeial pro- 
yidence in behalf of mankind; that the universe is governed by immutable 
and inflexible laws. In other words, many imagine that it is necessary, if 
God does interpose, that there should be a suspension of law, and this 
they consider unnatural and entirely wrong; hence they appear to believe 
that God has left mankind to themselves, and that the earth and the 
inhabitants thereof are subject to and governed by only those general 
laws, which I have referred to. The feeling no doubt arises from the fact 
that all the religious teachers, with ‘scarcely an exception, have been 
impressing upon the minds of men now for a great number of generations 
the idea that God has ceased to speak from the heavens; that He has with- 
drawn Himself from men, that He no longer sends angels, that He no 
longer exerts miraculous power, that He no longer gives;commandments 
and the gifts and graces that they had in ancient days—that all this has 
ceased, and that God has withdrawn himself, so to speak, from the earth 
and the inhabitants of the earth. I have no doubt that this is the cause, 
to a very great extent at least, of the general unbelief that prevails con- 
cerning God not interposing by any special providence 4 in epa we 10 
children of men. 

Now, the Latter-day Saints have been 8 Nun the very. e | 
that it was their privilege as well as their duty to seek unto God and to 
obtain answers from Him. I suppose every missionary that has gone 
from our midst to preach the Gospel has endeavored to impress upon the 
minds of all with whom he has been brought in contact that it was the 
privilege of all who would listen to him to go to the Father, i in the name 
of Jesus, and ask that they might have knowledge given to them con- 
cerning the doctrine that he (the missionary) taught. I have done it all 
through my life in my ministerial labors. I have endeavored ‘to arouse 
within the minds of men the faith that God would listen to them, and 
that He would not only listen to them but would answer their prayers 
and tell them whether I was an impostor or a servant of His, and whether: 
the doctrine that I taught was His doctrine or was of men. That has been 
one of the chief labors I have thought it my duty to perform in my minis- 
try among the nations of the earth; for I knew that if I could only arouse 
within them a disposition to seek unto God and a faith that God would 
hear and answer them, my mission, so far as they were concerned; would 
be accomplished—I knew that if they were honest they would get a testi- 
mony from God concerning the doctrine that I taught and my — n 
authority to teach it. 

In this respect we differ from every other religious 3 — 1 
know of upon the face of the earth. We do not appeal to antiquity. We 
do not appeal to an uninterrupted descent of the Priesthood to us. We: 
do not appeal to ancient history to make a connection between our Church 
and something that has existed anterior to us. But we do appeal to the 
God of heaven. We say to the people, Go to Him, and obtain knowledge 
from Him, and then you will not be deceived ; you will know then whether: 
von ere being taught false or true dootrine. The result of this has: been, 
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that there have been gathered together in tlie various branches that have 
been organised throughout the nations of the earth people whose faith 
has: been based upon a knowledge derived from God in answer to prayer. 
They have prayed to God earnestly, because in the most of instances it 
has been a very serious thing for them to espouse the doctrines that we 
have taught. The espousal of these doctrines has involved; in many 
instances, very grave consequences. It has involved loss of friends, the 
alienation of kindred, the hatred and persecution of those who were not 
willing to receive the doctrines themselves. ‘Therefore, it has been a 
matter of the first importance that men and women should know what 
they were doing that they shodld have a testimony from God concerning 
the doctrines presented to them. And then, in order to gather as they 
have done to these mountains it was necessary that they should have a 
testimony ‘concerning that. For this reason, they have been urged con- 
tinually to seek unto God to know these things for themselves, = 
This is one of the labors connected with the great mission we have to 
perforin... It is to lay the foundation in the earth again of that faith that 
was once delivered to the Saints, and which the Apostle said we should 
contend for; it is to bring God near unto ‘UB, OF, more ane 
draw near unto Him. 

promises is that if we will draw near unto’ Him, He vill draw near unto 
us. He has made this promise to every member of this Church; He has 
made it to this generation. If we will draw near unto Him, He will draw 

near unto us, He will hear us, He will answer us, He will grant unto us the 

Gasse ul our hearts, so far as those desires are in righteousness. We are 
living’ witnesses of the truth of this. The Church; collectively, has 
proved that the Lord has spoken the truth in making these promises; for 
who can read the history of this Church without being compelled to 
acknowledge this? Think of that which we have passed through from the 
beginning; the dangers to which we have been exposed, the vicissitudes 

owhich':we have had to encounter, the many times when it has seemed 
as though we should be overwhelmed, and when there seemed to be no 
possible escape, and yet the people have been delivered from every peril. 
and from every danger and have been brought to this present day to 

‘witness the peace and quietness which we now enjoy! Thus have the 
promises of God, made to His servants in the beginning of this work, been 
literally fulfilled: Never in the history of our race has there been a greater, 
a more palpable and tangible fulfillment of God's promises unto the child- 
ren of men than that which this Church in its career has illustrated. 

‘Every page of: its history sustains that which I gay. How often has it 
been the case, when: we have been enveloped in darkness; our path hedged 
up, and an apparently impassable barrier before us to prevent further 
progress, en vironed on every side by dangers, and our destruction threat 

ened - how often, I say, has God, by His miraculous power, opened the 
pathway and prepared a way of deliverance; and the People have escaped 

from these perils uninjured! Not only can we say this in regard to the 
Church, but it has been so in regard to individuals. I suppose the major 
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portion of this congregation, if the opportunity were given them and time 
would permit, could rise to their feet and testify that this has been 
their individual experience, as well as the experience of the Church. 
They could testify that they had received the fulfillment of the promises 
of God themselves, and that they know God lives and hears and answers 
prayer that is offered to Him in faith. : 
As I have said, it is one of the duties of our mission to 8 faith in 
the earth, and also to set examples to the children of men. Through the 
lack of faith on the part of our fathers and the traditions which have 
come down to us from them, we to-day occupy a very low plane, so far as 
God and Godliness is concerned. The world has made great progress in 
many directions; but the spiritual decline of the world is perhaps more 
apparent than its growth in other matters. There has been a complete 
decadence spiritually. Faith has declined, spiritual growth has ceased, 
and God's power is not recognized among men. Men have grown into the 
belief that there is no necessity for His power. The spiritual part of man 
in this age is dwarfed, stunted, stifled, and the growth of mankind is 
altogether one-sided. Now, this is not right, and God will correct-it. He 
will be acknowledged in the earth. The day will come when every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess Him. The cause of this decay in 
spiritual matters is due to false doctrines, to false teachers, to men profess- 
ing to be ministers of Jesus Christ and yet denying the power of God. 
Instead of stirring the people up to seek for the gifts and graces that 
adorned. the Church in ancient days and for the power that the members 
of the Church possessed, the effort has been apparently to stifle every 
aspiration of the human soul after higher things and after greater faith. 
Whoof you does not know this? There have been thousands in the various 
nations of the earth who have felt that they would make any sacrifice if 
they could only be placed in such close connection with God and with holy 
men as previous generations had been when the Gospel was preached in 
its purity. Many of you, before you embraced the Gospel, have had these 
desires in your hearts, and you have gone to professed ministers of Jesus 
Christ and asked them concerning the gifts that existed in ancient days 
and why they were not enjoyed now. What has been the answer! In every 
instance that I have ever heard of, the answer has been that these things 
have ceased, there is no longer need for that power; God has given the 
Bible, after having established His Church by the aid of miracles and 
extraordinary power, and such manifestations are no longer needed. In 
this manner teachers professing to be followers of Christ have stifled the 
aspirations of the human soul, and have done everything in their power 
to smother the desire that would grow up in the human heart after those 
things which God revealed to the anceints. The result is; spiritual star- 
vation exists to-day, and almost universal ignorance prevails concerning 
God and His purposes, His Gospel, and the plan of salvation. The sources 
of knowledge have been stopped up by the want of faith on the part of 
mankind, until harden their these 
reject them. | 


(To BE CONTINUED.) 
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SPEED OF FLYING BIRDS. 


AN 88 rec appears in the new number of Ciel et Terre on 
the speed, yery carefully 
ologist, has fixed the maximum speed of the swallow at 290ft. per second. 
A few months ago experiments were made by Professors Brer and Hanner 
with four pigeons, which covered a distance of about 807 miles, from Paris 
to Buda-Pesth, in seven hours, or an average speed of 165ft. per second. 
Later on further experiments were conducted by Professor August 
Verchusen, of Antwerp. They sent several baskets of pigeons to Com- 
piegue, and in a separate cage a swallow, which had its nest under the 
gable roof of the railway station at Antwerp. At 7:30 a.m. all the birds 
were liberated at Compiegne. The swallow took a northern direction as 
quick ds lightning, while the pigeons made several spirals in the air 
before they started in the same direction. The swallow arrived at its nest 
in Antwerp at 8:23 a.m. The first pigeon only arrived at 11:30 am. The 
swallow had; therefore, covered the distance of 146 miles in one hour and 
eight minutes, which is equal to a speed of about 128 miles per hour, or 
about 188 feet per second, which is equal to more than double the average 
speed of the fastest train. The pigeons only reached a speed of 48ft. per 
second. It may be gathered from these figures how rapidly the migra- 
tions of swallows take place, as it would take them only half a day to fly 
from Belgium to Northern Africa. Other careful experiments show 
similar results. In Berlin, Professor Voss found that out of 300 full-grown 
pigeons about 12 per cent., attained a speed of 80ft. per second, at distances 
of from 95 to 125 miles. At distances of from 50 to 95 miles, the average 
was à trifle less. The maximum attained was 100ft. per second, but in 
long distances this speed is unattainable, as Pigeons will not fly in a 
‘Straight line, but follow the currents of the air. In the recent pigeon- 

flying trials, organized by the Petit Jowrnal, the highest speed attained 
was 65kt. per s second. 


Nrw Drvine The best- trained divers cannot: — to 
great depths under water by reason of the rapid increase of pressure. A 
Swedish engineer, M. Waller, of Stockholm, being employed to attempt the 
raising of a sunken ship, has invented an apparatus intended to enable 
workmen to labor at a great depth in the same physiologic conditions as 
if they were in a pit or shaft, open to the sky. The device consists of an 
iron tube, made of sections bolted together, and 56 metres [184 feet] long. 
At the lower end, which is closed, the tube is enlarged. In this enlarged 
space several persons may work; they reach it by means of a ladder in the 
tube. The chamber has a certain number of windows, closed by solid 
plates of glass that permit those within to see objects outside, which are 
illuminated. by) electric lamps hanging outside the walls of the tube. 
Levers that can be manipulated from the interior serve to seize, cut, draw 

up, attach chains and ropes, etc.; these are the arms or tentacles of this 
mechanical. mouster of the ocean depths. A sufficient amount of ballast is 
of course fastened to the system to it still 
when it has reached bottom.—Cosmos. 
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DANGER IN NEGLECTING DUTY. 


THE correctness of such maxims as “The path of duty i is — path 4 
safety,” and There is danger in delay,” is apparent to all; yet many a 
one risks the danger that attends the neglect of duty by postponing its 
performance. Most frequently this is due to the habit of procrastinating 
or putting off till to-morrow what can be done to-day. Failure to perform 
a known duty may seldom be through a wilful refusal to comply. with 
duty’s requirements. Generally the intuition is to only temporarily delay 
its performance, with the full determination to fulfill it at some future 
time. But whatever may be the intentions the danger of neglect still 
exists. 

One of the most effective means the adversary has of leading. — 50 
from the path of rectitude is to persuade them to neglect a duty. To 
induce them at once to positively refuse to perform a duty might antago- 
nize them and make them all the more determined. They would recog- 
nize the source of such an evil temptation and would no doubt be able 
to repel it, But when the evil one tempts them to merely delay.the per- 
formance of a plain duty they yield more willingly. It matters not how 
small a duty may be that is first neglected, if people can once be persuaded 
to yield and to continue in doing so, in time they can be led to. commit 
any breach of duty the evil one may desire of them. The cause of the 
downfall of many an individual who has taken a wrong course may be 
traced to the simple neglect of duty, and in many instances the den 
was far from being a wilful refusal to fulfill the duty. 

It may not be necessary to dwell at greater length upon this. 0 
as people generally are convinced that there is danger in the neglect of 
duty; but it is well to be reminded occasionally of the fact. It is well 
for the Sainte to remember that neglecting to attend meetings of public 
worship will cause one to lose a love for the Gospel. It is well for them 
to realize the danger of neglecting their prayers, when they know it is 
their duty to attend to them; and that a failure to perform this simple 
duty will have the effect of weakening their faith in the Lord, and in His 
work. It is well for them to be reminded, that the neglect of any known 
duty, if persisted in will have a a to e We 
to drive it from . : 


place to refer to a less serious phase of the evil | 
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a prictice of delaying the performance of duty are very often a source of 
annoyance to their friends. They not only fail to perform the duties they 
owe to themselves but also those due to others. Their intentions may be 
good, but ‘through this ill-contracted habit of neglect or carelessness they 
do others an injustice. They fail to keep their promises when dependence 
is placed on their words: They fail to comply with urgent requests, or to 
answer important letters of inquiry addressed to them, and in many such 
troubles. 

oases it is not a justifiable one, for as a rule those who are the busiest and 
have much to do are the most prompt in fulfilling their duties. 

is danger in delay,’ K. 


MAKING RESOLUTIONS. 


Ir is customary with some people to make resolutions for great re 
at the commencement of a year. If their weaknesses are apparent to 
them, they resolve to overcome them all at once by adopting a new course 
of life with the incoming year. Frequently such people will announce 
publicly what their intentions are in the line of reform for the immediate 
future; and often this is done without much consideration of the difficul- 
ties that may be encountered in the effort to change habits that have beans 
established. 

It is a good. thing fee ond to PRES improve his course and overcome 
his failings, but making yearly resolutions is a bad habit itself, and should 
be overcome with others of its kind. Such resolutions are too often 
neglected and forgotten before the first month is passed. A better practice 
is to make a secret resolution to overcome one fault at a time, and when 
that one fault is corrected another one might be wrestled with. 

A person should resolve every day to make some little improvement; 
and if he can succeed in carrying out his resolution for one day then he 
might be safe in renewing it and adding to it. 7 

One good way of improving s person’s life is to make » practice of 
en reviewing the acts of each day at the close.of the day. In this 
way the mistakes may be discovered and corrected before.they become 
fixed habits; and evil habits that have already Spat formed) might: be 
overcome by: these dali... ate Me F. 


Seine Hider is inet With: bot iu 
is rather unusual to find people who make it a business to keep lodgers to 
refuse to entertain the Elders when they pay their way. The following 
extract from à letter written by one of our missionaries, shows: bo Chat 
extent this prejudice exists in some localities. 5 

“Three weeks ago I went to Maidevone in comipatiy’ with vy mpanion 
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some tracting in and around the town. When we arrived the landlady, 
with whom I had previously made arrangements to stay, was unable to 
receive us, but recommended us to a friend of hers, where vo engaged a 
room for a week, The price being rather high we sought and found lass 
expensive quarters. We paid a deposit to secure the room, and felt satis- 
fied all would be well. The night before we were to go there to stay we 
took part of our luggage to the house but were refused admittance, and 
our money was refunded. Next day we found another place, and paid a 
week’s rent in advance. The night previous to going to this new:place 
we received a note stating that we could not be accomodated there, and 
again our money was refunded. We then renewed arrangements to 
stay where we were, but the same evil influence was against us, and we 
were given three days’ notice to get out. We came with the intention of 
staying, at least so long as we felt it wisdom to do so, and once more 
we found new quarters, and have now been here a week, but do not wish 
to boast lest we may be compelled to move again. We have met with 


several persons who are friendly, and we hope to see some good results 


from our labors.” 
Alder Herbert L. James of Salt Lake City ib Liver 
pool on December 30, 1896, per American Line steamer Waesland. - 


RELEAsE.—John Reddington, who has been laboring as a Traveling 
Elder in the London Conference has been n released to enen 


home January 14, 1897. 


BremMIncHaM ConFERENCE Norice.—The Birmingham will 
be held in the Latter-day Saints’ Chapel, Hunters’ Vale, off Farm Street, 
Hockley, Birmingham, on Sunday, January 17, 1897. Meetings will’ oom 
mende at 10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p. m. | 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Welsh Oouference convened in the Mission Hall, 188 Gaye 3 
Cardiff, December 27, 1896. Meetings’ commenced at 10 :30 a. m., 2: 30 <a) 
6 :30 p.m. respectively. : 

The following Elders were present: Rulon S. Wells, Jou: . McMurtin 
asi Edwin F. Parry, Presidency of the European Mission; Thomas 
Williams, President of the Manchester Conference; Albert Collard and 
William M. Purrington, Traveling Elders in the Cheltenham ‘Conference, 
and the President and Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conferene. 

The different branches and districts were well represented by the pants, 
and a number of strangers were present during the day. ete 

After the opening exercises President J. D. Peters made,a few intro- 
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ductory remarks, followed by David M. Reese, D. D. E. Jones, I 


Thos. Williams of. Manchester Conference and President Rulon A Wells. 
At the afternoon session, after singing and prayer, the en, wae 

The statistical report was read showing: Missionari 
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Seventieg 11. Looal Priesthood, Elders 24; Priests 3; Teachers 4; Deacons 
5; members 141; total officers and members 177; children under eight 
yours of age 22; ‘total number of souls 199. Baptized 9; emigrated, over 
eight years old 3; under eight years old 3; strangers’ houses · visited, in 
traeting 20,198; by invitation 47: Gospel conversations 1669; tracts dis- 
tributed 48,712; books distributed 101; meetings held, indoors 250; out- 
doors 25 ; Senda. schools held 71. 

The Genera] Church authorities were then presented and unanimously 
sustained. Rulon S. Wells was sustained as President of the European 
Mission, with Joseph W. McMurrin as first, and Edwin F. Parry as second 
counselors. John D. Peters was sustained as President of, and Daniel E. 
Price, Ellis J. Ellis, William T. Griffiths, Edwin Price, Thomas M. Roberts, 
John P. Wright, David M. Reese, D. D. E. Jones, George Sheairn, Edmund 
Price; Thomas Llewellyn, John Lloyd, William R. Davis, L. George Clarke, 
David B. Thon, as and Ine H. Nash as Traveling Elders in a Welsh 
Conference. 

Counselors 800 MoMurrin and Edwin F. Parry 
the afternoon. 

At the evening session the a were President Rulon S. Wells and 
Counselor Jos. W. McMurrin. 

Our meetings were well attended by Saints and friends and all — 
well pleased with the spiritual feast which they received. 

During the day appropriate songs were beautifully rendered by We 
trom the Rhondda Valley, and the Abersychan Branch. The closing 
hymn, “O'My Father,” was sung gracefully by Mr. O. Jones. 

On Monday morning at 10 o'clock the Priesthood meeting was held. 
The Traveling Elders reported their labors and expressed a great desire 
to fill honorable missions. The visiting Elders and some of the local 
‘brethren gave some of their experiences and bore their testimonies. 
President J. D. Peters then submitted a plan whereby the Elders would 
concentrate their efforts in one district. at the time of holding council 
meetings, which would be held at different places each month. This met 
the approval of the Presidency and Elders. 

President Rulon S. Wells gave the Elders some instruction concerning 

their example and conduct. Counselors MeMurrin and Parry gave other 

needed advice and caution, and urged the Elders to proclaim the Gospel 

both indoors and out. Jessie Pocock, John Sparrow and William Rudge, 

Damn. E. Price, Clerk of Conference. 


OF DAVID W. PATTEN. 


.. David made his way to Kirtland, where evente 
| ‘very nessty comeerning ‘him were soon to take place. 

‘Book of Mormon, were direoted to search out the Twelve Aro and as 
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the Twelve are they who my name | 
with fall purpose of heart. evedineit 

In his diary under date of 1888, 

On the Sabbath previous to the 14th of February, — 1 — 
and Brigham Young came to my house after meeting and sang for me} 
the Spirit of the Lord was poured out upon us, and I told them I wanted — 
“those brethren together who went up to Zion in e. — the arena 
summer, for [had a blessing for them“ 

Of the minutes of that — on February 10 a bret extract will we 
interesting: 
President Joseph Smith, Jr., after making many on 

of choosing the Twelve, wanted an expression from the brethren if ‘they | 
would be satisfied to have the Spirit of the Lord dictate in the choice of 
the Elders to be Apostles; whereupon all Eiders 
their anxious desire to have it 36. 
A hymn was then sung, Hark, listen to 1 Trompeters” ‘President 

Hyruw prayed and meeting was disniueed for one hour. u 

“Assembled pursuant to adjournment, and commenced with: eee 

„President Joseph Smith, Jr., said that the first business of — 
was for the three witnesses of the Book of Mormon to pray, each one; and 
then proceed to choose twelve men from the une ee 25 go 2 
nations, kindreds, tongues and people. 

The three witnesses, viz., Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin 


Harris, united in prayer. eri 
“These three witnesses were then blessed by the laying on ot the hands 
the Presidency. 


“The witnesses then, to a commandment, proceed 
to make a choice of the Twelve. Their names are as follows: = 
Lyman E Johnson, David W. Patten, = Orson Pratt, 


Brigham Young; Luke Johnson, William Switch, bie | 
Heber C. Kimball, Wm. E. MeLellin, = Thos. B. Marsh, 
Orson Hyde, Juohn F. Broyton, Parley P. Pratt“ 


Under the hands of the witnesses, the Twelve were next ordained. 
David's ordination occurred on Sunday, February 15, 18365, in language of 

40 God, give this, Thy a of Thy will: be Hie 
one of old, who bore testimony of Jesus; may he be a new man from this 
day forth. He shall be equal with his brethren, the Twelve, and have the 
qualifications of the Prophets before him; may his body be strong and 
never weary; may he walk and not faint. May he have power over all 
diseases, and faith according to his desires; may the heavens bé opened 
upon him speedily, that he may bear testimony from knowledge; that he 
may go to the nations and isles afar off. May he have a knowledge of the 
things of the kingdom from the beginning, and be able to tear: down 
priestoraft like a lion; may he have power to smite his enemies before him 
with utter destruction; may he continue till | 
we seal these blessings upon him. Even so 


. 
f 
N 2 
* 
7 
8 4 * 
* 
4 
2 
J 
. 
7 
* 
4 
* 
— 
“> 
772 
* 
— 
9 
ae 
K. 
* 
bs 
> 
i 
* 
se 
e q 
ba” 1 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 18 


The period intervening till the 4th of May, when their first mission was 
entered upon, was a veritable Pentecost to the newly chosen} Twelve. 
Through the Prophet Joseph and his counselors the Lord truly poured 
out upon them the choicest, blessings of heaven. On March 28, in answer 
to their petition for “a revelation of His mind and will concerning our 
duty the coming season, even a great revelation that will enlarge our 
hearts, oomfort us in adversity, and brighten our hopes amidst the power 
of darkness, the Lord, through the Prophet, answered every desire of 
their hearts with the revelation Section 107, in the Doctrine and Covenants. 
Just before starting on their first mission as a quorum unto the eastern 
states; to set the branches of the Church in order, the Twelve were 
instructed to take their places in council, according to age, the oldest to 
be seated at the head. In pursuance thereof, the twelve were arranged 
with Thomas B. Marsh, David W. Patten and Brigham Young in the order 
named]; and this fact gives us the most definite information we now have 
as to the date of David's birth. Thomas B. Marsh, being the oldest of the 
Twelve, was born November 1, 1799, and Brigham dang on June 1, 1801, 
and somewhere between these dates was the birthday of David. 

The 4th of May saw the departure of the Twelve from Kirtland. ‘The 
noxtfies months were spent by David in traveling with his quorum through 
New York, Canada, Vermont and Maine, ‘holding meetings and setting 
branches! in — when a return was made to Kirtland in September, 
1838. 

The indelibility of the by. David: upon those 
whom he associated was something remarkable. Though it is nearly sixty 
years since his death, the Saints who knew him in life still recall with 
pleasure the inspiration of his presence. In the course of à ride of twenty- 
five miles with him on horseback about the time of David's return from 
his mission with the Twelve, Lorenzo Snow first received a testimony of 
the: truth of the Gospel. — ee 
brother best deseribes the occurrence: 

On his way to Oberlin, my identiy tell in company 
David W. Patten; an incident to which he frequently refers as one of those 
seemingly trivial occurrences in human life which leave an indelible trace. 
This: gentleman was an early champion of the fullness of the Gospel as 
taught by Jesus and His Apostles in the meridian of time, and revealed in 
our own day through the Prophet Joseph Smith,to which cause Elder Patten 
fell a martyr on the 24th of October, 1838, in Missouri, during the terrible 
sosnes of persecution through which the Latter-day Saints passed in that 
state. He possessed a mind of deep thought and rich intelligence. In 
conversation with him, my brother was much impressed with the depth 
and beauty of the philosophical reasoning with which this inspired Elder 
seemed: perfectly familiar as he descanted on the condition of the human 
family i in connection with the sayings of the ancient Prophets, as recorded: 
in the Scriptures—the dealings with, and the purposes of God in relation 
to: His children on the earth. Frou that time a new field, with a new 
train of reflections, — — nnen the impress of which 
has never been erased.” Lrovneus A. = 
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FIN DIN G ‘FAULT WiTH THE PRIESTHOOD. 


12 is extreme the. presence of the of fault-finding 
noticed in the midst of Israel. This is not the first time this arch enemy 
of the Saints has tried to force an entrance into the household: of faith, 
that he might stir up the inmates to rebellion. When journeying from 
Ohio to Missouri, the fractious and unruly spirit made its appearance in 
Zion’s Camp, and: was quickly detected by the Prophet Joseph; who in a 
mild manner, rebuked the brethren and told them that unless they would 
repent and humble themselves before the Lord a scourge would come upon 
the camp: But his counsel was unheeded, and a few weeks later, according 
to the word of the Lord through the Prophet, cholera broke out in the canip 
and raged fearfully for several days. Sixty-eight of the Saints were 
attacked with the dreadful disease, and thirteen died. - | 

The same cause always produces the same effect, and, r ‘ie, we 
feel it our duty to warn the Saints against a persistent indulgence in find · 
ing fault with the Priesthood of God. We know from our own experi- 
ence that the Saints in the nations of Europe have the most exalted 
opinion of the presiding Bishopric in Zion, and believe that at least the 
First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles are not far from 
perfection; but when they come here and find that these men are simply 
mortal like themselves—subject to and often overcome by temptation— 
they conclude that they have believed in vain and are ready to return to 
the lands from whence they came. In fact we now recall to mind the ease 
of a young man who emigrated to Zion some years ago. He had been 
here but a short time when he began to notice what he termed. “inconsis- 
tencies in the Priesthood,” in consequence of which he began to look. upon 
that body with daily lessening favor and respect. It is a true saying that 
“the man who wants to beat a dog can always find a stick,“ and so in the 
case of this young man. He went out to look for faults; he seldom came 
back without finding them—even sometimes in places where they did not 
exist—and he finally came to the conclusion that a universal apostasy had 
taken place in the Priesthood. Zion had now no charms for him, and he 
resolved to return to his native land, which resolution he carried into 
effect. He took back with him most unfavorable accounts.of the Saints 
and their leaders, whose failing he used as a means of justification for bis 
return. We followed him across the Atlantic; we watched his after life, 
and, while taking no pleasure in doing so, we bear testimony that in less 
than twelve months from the time he left Zion, he had become one of the 
most debased and debauched of men, a companion of 5 — — 
were a disgrace to the community in which they lived. . 

This is only one out of the hundreds of cases which conld be. ws pr al 
men; in rising up and finding fault with the Priesthood have incurred the. 
displeasure of God, and been turned over to become 11 buffet- 
ings of Satan. 

It should be borne in mind that the authorities of the. Church — oe 
alaĩm to perfection, but admit that they are burdened with infirmi tiea, by 
whieh: they are sometimes overcome. The most obscure member can: tes- 
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tify that e do or she became identified with the Church temptations 
innumerable—temptations which they had never béfore experienced— 
have been placed in their way to hinder their progress in the Gospel, and 
if the powers of evil are so much concerned over an obscure individual, 
who holds no priesthood or position in the Church, how much more con- 
cerned must they be over those who are placed in authority and called of 
God to teach and lead His people? The Gospel requires no blind obedi- 
ence, but it does demand, and justly, too, respect and reverence to be 
shown to its ministers, and no man can disrespect the 8 of God 
_ and glory in the Gospel. 

How thankful we should be for an inspired Priesthood to carry on the 
work and prevent us from being carried away with every wind of doc- 
trine, and instead of harping on the failings of these our brethren let us 
seek for their best points: hut first of all let us learn to correct our indi- 
vidual errors, and if we do this we will have little or no time left to com- 
ment on A. M., in Juvensle Instructor. 


GENERAL NEWS. 


Groat. he been by at Blandall, between Liverpool! and 
Southport, the entire village being described as resembling a swamp. 7 

The Russian Press announces that famine has again made its appearance in South 
Russia. Notwithstanding that this region is the granary of the Empire, the distress seems 
to be very great. Seven hundred and fifty thousand roubles will be required for relief. 

A lioness which was being. transferred from one den to another at a World's Fair,” 
now going on st Bingley Hall, Birmingham, escaped’ from her cage on Monday night, 
December 28, during the confusion caused by a sudden extinction of the electric light and 
sprang upon a circus horse, which she attacked with great ferocity. The lion tamer shot 
the lioness dead. 

Mr. Balfour has eps a letter to the supporters of the Gebt in the House of 
Commons, reminding them that Parliament will meet for the despatch of business on 
January 19, and boping that, as important public questions will be immediately discussed, 
they will be in attendance on that day. A similar letter has been sddressed by Lord 
Salisbury to the supporters of the Government in the House of Lords. 

The past year, says the Daily Meme, has been à remarkable ons for labor in many 
respects, bat in noms more s than in the terrible record of industrial accidents. Although 
these figures cover eleven months of the year only (those for December not being avail- 
able), and leave out of account many dangerous occupations, they still show the ghastly 
total of 3,768 fatal and 51,987 non-fatal accidents, with 6᷑— ee, te 
horrors of lead-poisoning, anthrax, and ‘‘phossy-jaw.” _ 05 
An extraordinary occurrence is reported from Killarney. 1 Decemh 
28, following upon a heavy fall of rain, a bog called Bogogbanimy, about two hundred acres 
in extent, began to move, and, gathering impetus, swept forward, devastating the country 
for miles. In its track was a house occupied by a land steward named Donnelly. This 
was completely demolished, and Donnelly, his wife, and six children lost their lives. 
Many head of cattle have been destroyed. The moving bog made little or no noise. 
Consequently those resident in the district. knew nothing of what had happened till some 
of them attempted to drive to local market. 

At the bad of Monteerrat, a storm commenced on the night of November 28, 1896, 
and continued for —— At 
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